A Letter from University

Dear Mum and Dad,

I can't believe I've already been at university for four days! It feels strange that [ was
unpacking my bags only a few days ago, yet my room already feels a little like home.

When [ first arrived, I felt quite apprehensive. The campus was enormous, everyone seemed
to know exactly where they were going, and I worried that I would get lost or struggle to
make friends. Thankfully, those feelings didn't last long. The students in my accommodation
were friendly, and one of them even helped me carry my suitcase upstairs.

Yesterday, we had our first welcome lecture. The speaker was so eloquent that everyone
listened carefully from beginning to end. Even though the hall was packed with hundreds of
students, you could have heard a pin drop because his explanations were so clear and
interesting.

I've also had to become much more resourceful than I was at home. Yesterday evening, I
realised I'd forgotten to buy washing-up liquid, so I borrowed some from my neighbour and
made a list to avoid forgetting anything next time I went shopping.

One thing that surprised me was how diverse the university is. I've met people from different
countries, with different hobbies and different life experiences. It's been fascinating to hear
their stories, and I've already learnt so much just from chatting over dinner.

The workload seems quite daunting, especially after the tutors handed out reading lists that
are several pages long! However, the older students reassured us that if we stay organised and
complete a little work each day, everything becomes much more manageable.

Although I miss home, I don't feel isolated because there's always something happening. Last
night, a group of us went to a quiz evening organised by the student union. We laughed so
much that I forgot I was in a completely new place.

One of my tutors also reminded us to remain diligent throughout the year. He explained that
students who attend every lecture, complete their assignments carefully and revise regularly
are usually the ones who achieve the best results.

Perhaps the biggest lesson I've learnt already is to be resilient. Things won't always go
perfectly, whether it's getting lost on campus or accidentally burning my first attempt at
cooking pasta! Instead of giving up, I'm learning to laugh at my mistakes and try again.

Please don't worry about me. I miss you both, but I'm really enjoying this new adventure and
becoming more independent every day. I'll call you this weekend and tell you all about it.

Love,

Sam
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Questions

1. What does the word apprehensive most nearly mean?

A. Excited
B. Nervous or worried

C. Angry
D. Confused

2. What does the word eloquent most nearly mean?

A. Quiet and shy

B. Funny

C. Able to speak clearly and effectively
D. Very strict

3. What does the word resourceful most nearly mean?

A. Good at solving problems using what is available
B. Wealthy

C. Very organised

D. Extremely intelligent

4. What does the word diverse most nearly mean?

A. Small
B. Competitive
C. Similar

D. Made up of many different kinds of people or things

5. What does the word daunting most nearly mean?

A. Exciting

B. Difficult or intimidating
C. Boring

D. Simple
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6. What does the word isolated most nearly mean?

A. Popular

B. Busy

C. Lonely or separated from others
D. Relaxed

7. What does the word diligent most nearly mean?

A. Careful and hardworking
B. Creative

C. Friendly

D. Competitive

8. What does the word resilient most nearly mean?

A. Easily upset

B. Very confident

C. Able to recover quickly from difficulties
D. Generous
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